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Foreword
The “Just Imagine” series celebrates the imagination, creativity and wonder of our Early Years Learners.

Welcome to the third edition of our ‘Just Imagine’ series which captures the wonderful tale of a little yellow bird 

who visited our pre-school and sparked an interest among our community. Children are keen observers and 

their interest is often captured by the small wonders of our world. As adults we pass by with busy minds and 

intentions of places to be but children notice the world and take their time to pause and observe.

   Sometimes the most ordinary things could be made 
extraordinary

Elizabeth Green

At Claymore, we acknowledge this beautiful trait of children and therefore provide them with the time, 

materials and space to stop and wonder about our world. Children are naturally drawn to these small 

wonders as they capture their interest and spark their imagination. In this story, their imagination took them into 

a world of adventure filled with magic and crystal powers. As educators, we pride ourselves on these moments 

where children bring their imagination into our world and allow us the opportunity to bring light to the 

importance of making the ordinary extraordinary.

Anastasia Edwards
          Principal

All proceeds from the sale of this book will be donated to the EtonHouse Community Fund (ECF). An independent charity regulated by the office of the 
Commissioner of Charities, the ECF aims to make a difference to the lives of the children through education.





The Joy of Small Things

...finding beauty in every day life

Ants, one behind the other
creatures moving by.

Flowers blossoming,
petals falling,

the sound of rain,
a jump at thunder.

Birds flying, 
nests falling,

winds sweeping,

the magic of the night...

- Adults keep walking, children stop to see -



Once upon a time there was a 

Yellow Bird that flew all the way 

from Malaysia to our beautiful 

garden at Claymore.





He decided to build his nest 

in a very special place in 

our school. In the...



Giving Tree!





The Giving Tree isn’t a normal 

tree that grows in the garden but 

rather, a child made tree that 

represents kindness. 



    He spent his days gathering 
materials to build his nest.



During one of his trips around 

the playground, he found a shiny 

crystal rock and hid it in the 

nest.



lights up at night time, 

bringing the bird back 

home.

The blue crystal rock is magical and







 The wind was blowing so hard 

that his nest was swaying in the 

tree! The leaves were flying in 

the air and it was shaking so 

much that... 

One night the Yellow Bird woke up 

with a fright.





The nest fell to the ground.



The Yellow Bird was so scared.



That, he flew away!





During the night, with the light 

of the moon, a colourful friend 

appeared in our garden. He was 

the Rainbow Bird, a unique and 

rare bird that flies as fast as 

the wind.



He was on top of the highest tree 

when the wind started blowing, 

seeing the nest falling and the

 Yellow Bird leaving sadly.







The Rainbow Bird wanted to help 

him and went to find more friends. 

Together, they moved the nest to 

a nearby branch hanging under one 

of the school windows. 



That night, the Yellow Bird 

realised he didn’t need the 

magic crystal rock any more.

He already had what he needed... 

to be surrounded by friends. 







He left the nest and moved to 

the big tree to live happily 

with his friends.

The END.



The Yellow bird and
the dark night city

I am on the tree
You can see
I am the night
I am the dark
High five!

I am the bird
You are the tree

I can see...
You are the monster of leaves

This could be the song you can sing inside the book Raphael

Raphael

Thomas

Emma

Thomas

Raphael
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This story begun a year ago when some of the youngest friends in our 
pre-school noticed a small yellow bird visiting our Giving Tree. They 
were intrigued by what he was doing and started to observe carefully. 
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A simple observation can lead us to go further and explore deeper,

 opening different learning paths and interests.  

We connected ideas inspired by patterns found within nature. Using a bicycle wheel 
as a supportive tool, we wove different natural materials together to represent the 
Yellow Bird’s nest.

Other friends observed the transformation of the nest over time, from just a few strands transforming 
into a beautifully constructed hanging nest. We followed the process, making predictions and docu-
menting the evolution of the nest.

the process of change over time

Every day actions can spark the light for motivation 

By observing the nest, some of the friends 

discovered repeated lines that 

curved , looped, weaved  and 

connected with each other. 

���� and u n d e r , 

pushing and pull ing. 
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At the beginning of the next academic year we presented a 
bicycle wheel as a material of endless possibilities. Our aim 
was to observe the children’s interactions and interests, 
seeing where this could lead us. 

There was a special 
interest in the move-
ment of the wheel; we 
used different art tech-
niques to make it 
visible. Some of the 
children made connec-
tions between the lines 
and the nest’s shape 
and aesthetic, bringing 
the story of the Yellow 
Bird back. 

We observed the birds flying, studying the movement of their bodies and 
explored the possibilities of our own bodies. We used different visual techniques 
like mark making with charcoal, markers or finger lights to make visible this 
movement and enhance our connection to our Yellow Bird.

Nests are like circles

We can build a big big nest where 100 birds can fit

I can dance like a bird

When I turned my feet went into the air 

Like the bird

It’s like a nest, because birds can come to the top 
of the roof when they are tired of flying

Bento

Hannah

Timur

John

Aahana

Celine
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movement of objects

movement 
of our body
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All these experiences brought along past thinking and 
new hypotheses about how it will be possible to build 
a nest.

We should make a nest and put it outside so all 
the birds can come and live in our garden and 

feed their chicks Aahana

There was a bird on the tree, he had a nest but 
one day it fell down

We decided to start designing our nest using the strat-
egy of Observational Drawing as a visual technique to 
support us to go beyond the sensory perception, 
organise our knowledge and elaborate new theories.

Once our designs were ready we presented di�erent open ended materials to explore 
and observe their properties and qualities, time and space to manipulate and gain a 
better understanding of their possibilities. Once we had a deeper understanding of the 
properties of the material, we were able to use it as a technique to represent our own 
ideas and thoughts. 

Every child had a di�erent idea of how 
they wanted the bird’s nest to look so 
they chose di�erent materials to build it, 
applying the knowledge gained during 
previous explorations.

exploring possibilities

building with materials

making a study drawing

Aradhya
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While constructing the story, some of us noticed that the 
Yellow Bird disappeared for a while and came back to the 
school albeit this time, he decided to build his nest on a 
branch hanging under one of the windows. Ideas and 
predictions started to �ow in our conversations and the 
curiosity of the bird’s origin led us to discuss ideas and 
points of view that became our story.

We looked at the di�erent 
elements of a story and started 
to make decisions about possi-
ble characters, the setting and 
plot. Naturally the children 
decided to collaborate on di�er-
ent parts of the story. 
Some of them engaged in 
continued conversations and 
exchanged ideas with each 
other about the plot of the story, 
while others designed the main 
characters or brought the 
setting back together. 

We looked at di�erent art techniques such as painting 
with watercolours, drawing with pencil, moulding with 
clay and mixed media, combining it with collage. 
Investigating all the di�erent ways in which these could 
be used to engage in re�ective thinking. 

Once all the elements of 
the story were ready, we 
engaged in editing the 
book by using new digital 
tools to explore composi-
tion, color and texture.

R
e�ectin

g
building the story

designing the 
characters

working on 
the setting

editing the 
book

I found a bird’s foot print... if we follow it we can find our bird 

There are two main characters, the Yellow Bird and the Rainbow Bird 

I am drawing the veins of the leaf

do, u n d o ,  ������ , ������ , 

c o m b i n e , paste,  select, 

d r a w ,    on top,   u n d e r n e a t h ,    �����

Mali

Thomas

Amalia
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